
Message from the Principal 

Business as usual (as far as we can!) 

It was a hard letter to write this week to inform staff, students and parents of my 

next step to be Principal at Bedminster Down, because I will be genuinely sad to 

leave such a fantastic staff and student body. Thank you to the students who 

have stopped to speak to me about this and to everyone who has been in touch 

and sent their best wishes – it has meant a lot – but it really is business as usual. 

The most important thing is that students continue to get the best education and 

experiences that we are able to provide in the restrictions we are working in – 

and I am confident that in the new year we will begin to (slowly) get back to 

some kind of normality. 

Visits to School by Appointment Only 

We have recently experienced a steady rise in parents coming onto school site 
and into student support or main reception to drop off forgotten items such as 
lunch boxes, PE Kits, homework etc. May I remind parents, that part of our risk 
assessment “Any visitors to [school] site are to be by appointment only. Par-
ents have been advised that they should call the office rather than coming into 
school. Consultations with parents/ outside agencies etc, will take place over the 
phone/ video conferencing where feasible. If this is not possible 2m social dis-
tancing will be observed in any consultation room and the room cleaned after 
use. Payments to be online/ contactless at all times.” Please can we work togeth-
er to keep everyone safe and not come onto school site or into buildings with 
forgotten items. Thank you in advance for your understanding and cooperation. 
 

Saltford Cyclists 

It is regrettable that we have had a number of calls from local residents this week 

to raise concerns about dangerous cycling of a few of our students. These are 

mostly around not having due care and attention as they cycle out of the gates 

and straight onto (or sometimes across) what is a very busy road. Despite staff on 

duty we have not been able to identify exactly who is involved, but from the de-

scription they are mostly a group of boys in Year 8 or 9 who cycle to and from 

Saltford and an added concern is that they are not wearing cycle helmets! As a 

parent of a boy in Year 8 I know the default is to assume this message does not 

apply to you – but please can I ask, if you know you child does cycle to school, 

that you really do impress on them the importance of cycling safely. I would hate 

to hear that one of our students had been hurt or injured in any way for some-

thing that is so easily preventable. 

Sixth Form Update and Applications 

Terms 1 and 2 are always busy for Year 13 students writing personal statements 
and applying to universities –each year I am impressed at the calibre of institu-
tion our students go on to study at. There have been a number of mock inter-
views held recently for students who have succeeded in gaining interviews at 
Oxbridge and I know tutors have been busy supporting tutees with their next 
steps wherever these might be. We wish all these students the best of luck over 
the coming months. 

 

Mr Woodville, Principal 

Term 2 ends:  Friday 18th Dec 2020 
Year 7—1.00pm 

Year 8  & 10  -  12.25pm 
Year 9, 11, 12 & 13— 1.35pm 

 
Year 11 Review 2 

11th December 
 

Next Inset day 
Monday 4th Jan21 

 
Term 3 begins 

        Key dates 

Issue 974:   4th December 2020 

Trials of Live Lessons 

On Monday we should have all students 

once again in school (assuming there 

are no positive cases to deal with this 

weekend). Despite this, we are continu-

ing to develop our remote learning and 

to trial live lessons, with staff ‘acting’ as 

self-isolating students so we can contin-

ue to improve how best we can support 

students in the future where we have a 

group or groups directed to self-isolate. 

We are working with Curriculum Direc-

tors and IT to ensure that anything we 

introduce is an improvement rather than 

just something different, and to ensure 

we don’t create bigger problems around 

safeguarding, accessibility (and fair-

ness) and to ensure any technology we 

use stands up to the demands we would 

be putting on it. We will, of course, keep 

parents updated about developments. 

Mr Woodville 

Principal 

https://www.wellswaymat.com/assets/uploads/files/Risk-Assessments/WMAT-Risk-Assessment-September-2020.pdf
https://www.wellswaymat.com/assets/uploads/files/Risk-Assessments/WMAT-Risk-Assessment-September-2020.pdf


How to report a Positive Covid-19 Test Result to the School 

For those of us living in Tier 2 I hope the slight relax-

ation from the National Lockdown has brought 

some welcome relief. What this relaxation also 

means, is that as people start to again mix, we are 

likely to see positive cases start to rise nationally 

and within our local community, which could mean 

further positive cases with Wellsway School. As 

such can I please remind parents of the importance 

of using the Positive Case Notification button that is 

on the homepage of the school website. This brings 

up a form to complete which ensures we capture all 

the information we require to take the actions re-

quired to stop the spread. You must use this form 

to report a positive test result at any time, rather 

than phoning the absence line and this is particular-

ly important that this is used over a weekend. 

 

 
 

The government has finally announced yesterday its plans for next year’s exams. It’s important to note this infor-

mation is mostly based on a press release from the government, which had limited details. The government has said 

more details on exams won’t come until “in the new year”. Sometimes I think parents can assume school leaders 

know more – and we really don’t get any advance notification or additional details. I have set out below quotes from 

what the DfE announced, which I hope will go some way to reduce the anxieties that students, parents and indeed 

staff, have quite naturally been feeling. However, we will have to wait for the detail in the new year to find out ex-

actly what this will mean. As ever, I will ensure we keep all stakeholders updated. 

It was erroneously reported in the press that exams in 2021 will be easier – that is not really the case – the questions 

in the exams themselves will not be easier. What was announced was the measures that are being put in place in 

“recognition of the challenges faced by students this year”, and on top of the delay in the exams themselves, the 

government will: 

Allow more generous grading – which will be “in line with national outcomes from 2020, so students this year are not 

disadvantaged” 

Under this system, every subject will “receive the same level of generosity so that the approach doesn’t advantage 

some students over others depending on their subject choice” 

Give students advance notice of some topics covered in in GCSE, AS and A-levels to focus revision (no further details 

of which topics, or in which exams) 

Allow exam aids, such as formula sheets, in “some exams” to give students “more confidence and reducing the 

amount of information they need to memorise” 

Additional exams as a second chance for students to sit a paper if they miss the main exam because of illness or self-

isolation 

In “extreme cases” where a student has a “legitimate reason to miss all their papers”, then a “validated teacher in-

formed assessment” can be used (but only “once all chances to sit an exam have passed”). 

A new expert group to look at “differential learning and monitor the variation in the impact of the pandemic on stu-

dents across the country” (but regional grading has been ruled out as it’s unfair).  Mr Woodville, Principal 

Mr Woodville, Principal 

 



Christmas Cheer! 

Whilst Christmas celebration in and out of school will look very different this year, we have decided to do what we can. 

Our catering Team ZEST have started with Christmas themed menus! As a school, we will be joining in with Save the Chil-

dren’s Christmas Jumper Day on Friday 11th December; staff and students can come in wearing their favourite 

Christmas Jumper (if they would like to) with their school uniform. Although this is in support of Save The Children, due to 

Covid-19 restrictions, we will not be collecting any cash, but please consider making a donation to Save The Children 

online. 

When term 2 ends on Friday 18th December we will be having a full mufti/home 

clothes day, as well as an early finish for students, staggered as below: 

                                                                        12.10pm—Year 8 

                                                                         12.15pm—Year 7 & Year 9 

                                                                         12.20pm—Year 10 

                                                                         12.25pm—Year 11 & Sixth Form 



Virtual Sixth Form Open Evening 
& Applications 
 
     Well done Year 11 for completing your internal exams!  
 

Now these are out of the way, why not watch our virtual open evening via the 
Sixth Form website.  
Look out for our new courses for 2021! 

 
You will find a series of introductory videos, information on how to apply, along 
with subject information sheets that outline the course content and what students 
enjoy about each subject. This may help you to pick your courses and consider 
your aspirations for September 2021!   
 
Applications will be via Insight from 1st December until 11th December. You need to 
go through the 'General' and 'Options offer' tabs, before selecting your subjects. 
Once selected, these subjects will automatically be saved to your account. You will 
also be able to change your options later on so do not worry if you are a little un-
certain, we will talk this through with you, including during your interview in Janu-
ary. 
 
If you have any questions, contact us via sixthform@wellswayschool.com and for 
future updates why not follow us on Twitter (@WellswaySixth).  

Mr A Littleboy 
Director of Sixth Form 

https://www.wellswayschool.com/sixthform/
mailto:sixthform@wellswayschool.com


Senior Mathematical 
Challenge 
33 Sixth Formers took part in the Senior 
Mathematical Challenge, a 90-minute, mul-
tiple-choice competition aimed at students 
across the UK. Promoting a love of problem 
solving, it encourages mathematical reason-
ing, precision of thought, and fluency in us-
ing basic mathematical techniques to solve 
interesting problems. 
 
We are very proud to announce that Jason 
Tang Y13 has qualified for the Kangaroo 
round of this event.  This is above Bronze, 
Silver and Gold so Jason has done superbly 
to reach this level.  Emma Pearce Y12 was 
awarded the Silver best in Year.  There were 
also 7 silver & 12 bronze winners. 

Wellsway Sixth Form 
 

 

Year 7 Hockey &  
Football Extra-curricular 
Wednesday 9th & 16th December 
Next week we will be offering extra-
curricular football and hockey to year 7 stu-
dents on Wednesday 9th and 16th Decem-
ber. They will need to bring the correct PE kit 
into school for either of those activities 
(football – boots, socks, shinpads, shorts/
skort/joggers and top, hockey – trainers, 
socks, shinpads, shorts/skort/joggers, top 
and mouthguard). These activities are vol-
untary and students would just need to 
come to the wall next to the astro at the end 
of the school day and wait there for a mem-
ber of staff. The activity will run until 
4.15pm, when students will either need to 
walk home or be collected. 
We look forward to seeing lots of year 7 
students next Wednesday. 
After the Christmas break, we will be looking 
to increase this provision to other year 
groups also. 

Mr R Evans 

PSHE 

During PSHE sessions this term, years 7 to 10 will be focusing on the theme of Cele-
brating Differences. Year 11 will be focusing on the theme Being Me. The tutor time 
sessions this week covered the below content.  
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Mrs Joseph 
PSHE Subject Lead 

Wellsway School Careers Hub  
 

Sixth Form block next to room M32 

Open to all students 
To book an appointment, ask a question or enquire about  

careers, email: amillard@wellswayschool.com 
or pop in  

Monday—Thursday  8.45am—3.00pm 
 

We are now listing all upcoming events and careers news on the Wellsway 
School website, which you can access here 

Duke of Edinburgh’s Award 
Enrolment for Gold 2020-21 

Registration for Duke of Edinburgh Gold Award is 
now open to Year 12 students, even if you did not 
complete Bronze or Silver Awards.  Make sure you 
register and make payment online before the 
deadline of Monday 14th December.  Great to see 
some of you have already signed up!  Full infor-
mation has been sent via Insight. 

Mrs F Rogers 

Year 7  Discrimination in schools  

Year 8  Bullying  

Year 9  Bullying  

Year 10  Power in relationships  

Year 11  The law and you  

https://www.wellswayschool.com/assets/uploads/files/Docs/Careers%20Update%20%2026.11.20.pdf


Music News 
The Virtual Christmas Concert - We were delighted to have 25 Year 8s opt in for a quick rehearsal before re-

cording our first piece for the Christmas Concert.  We missed having an audience, but it was so heartening 
to see the musicians of this school come together and play.  We're looking forward to rehearsing and re-
cording with the Year 7s next Thursday after school.  A reminder that any Year 7s who want to be involved 

need to go to Room M15 at the end of the day.   Christmas hats, jumpers and tinsel are all welcome 
to make an appearance.  The session will finish at 4.15pm. 

 
We are delighted to confirm all our instrumental teachers are returning to face-to 
face teaching from January.  If you have already signed up for lessons, you will hear 
from your teacher in the next month confirming details.  Students at Wellsway can 
learn any orchestral instrument, plus guitar, bass guitar, piano and we offer singing 

lessons.  You can hire an instrument from the Music Hub.  Learning an instrument can be a transformative experience and we support 
all those students who wish to develop their musicianship further through our offer of extra-curricular clubs which we hope to resume 
as soon as it is safe to do so.  If you wish for your child to learn an instrument in January please click on the following link for further infor-
mation.https://www.surveymonkey.co.uk/r/BANESMSAutumnLessons2020 

Ms I McLean 
 

Virtual Christmas Concert Rehearsal 

https://www.surveymonkey.co.uk/r/BANESMSAutumnLessons2020

